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Nhan ngay Quéc té nguoi cao tu01 (1/10) va Thang hanh dong vi nguorl cao tudi nam 2015, Quy Dan sb Lién hop
Qubc (UNFPA) tai Viét Nam va Té chtc HO tro Nguoi cao tudi Quoc t€ (HelpAge) da phat dong cudc thi viét luan
“Chuyén ké v& ong ba em” trong thoi gian tir 1/10 dén 20/10/2015. Tham du cude thi 1a cac em hoc sinh THCS va
THPT cua 4 truong tai Ha Noi: Truong THPT Chuyén Ha Noi — Amsterdam, Truong THPT Phan Dinh Phung,
Trudng Quoc Té Anh — Viét (BVIS) va Truong Quoc Té Lién Hop Quéc Ha Noi (UNIS Ha Noi). Cudc thi dugc to
chuc nham khong chi thay doi quan niém xa hdi vé ngudi cao tudi ma con gido dyc thé hé tré ctia Viét Nam nhan
thirc t6t hon vé thyc trang gia hoa dan s va thé hién tinh yéu thuong, kinh trong d6i voi 6ng ba ctia minh va ngudi
cao tudinéi chung.

Sau gén 1 thang phat dong cudc thi, Ban td chirc da nhan duoc 403 bai luan tiéng Anhva tiéng Viét. Lé trao giai cudc
thi dugc t6 chitc ngay 16/11/2015 tai Ng6i nha xanh LHQ. Giai Nhét cia cude thi duoc trao cho em Piang Dtic Anh,
hoc sinh 16p 9A trudng Ha Noi - Amsterdam. Giai Nhi dugc trao cho hai em 1a Nguyén Hanh Trang, hoc sinh 16p 9E
truong Ha Noi - Amsterdam va Nguyén Tuong Vy Linh, hoc sinh 16p 12Q1, trudong Phan Dinh Phung. Ngoai ra,
Ban t6 chirc con trao giai thudng cho 4 em dat giai Ba va 18 em dat giai khuyén khich.

On the occasion of International Day of Older
Persons (1/10) and Viet Nam National Action
Month for older persons, the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA) Country Office in
Viet Nam and Help Age International (HelpAge)
organized the Essay Writing Competition “My
Grandparents and 1” froml Oct to 20 Oct 2015.
Participants are students from 4 secondary
schools and high schools, including Ha Noi —
Amsterdam, Phan Dinh Phung, British
Vietnamese International School (BVIS) and
United Nations International School of Ha Noi
(UNIS). The purposes of the competition are to
not only change social perceptions about older
people, but also educate Vietnamese young
generation about the aging population situation
and encourage them to express love and respect
for their grandparents and older people in
general.

After almost one month, the Organization
Committee received 403 essays written in both
English and Vietnamese. The Award Ceremony
was held on 16/11/2015 at Green One UN
House, Ha Noi. The first prize was awarded to
Dang Duc Anh, student from 94 class of Ha Noi—
Amsterdam school. The second prizes were
awarded to Nguyen Hanh Trang, student from
9E class of Ha Noi — Amsterdam school and
Nguyen Tuong Vy Linh, student from 1201 class,
Phan Dinh Phung High School. Besides, 4
students were awarded 3rd prizes and 18
students were awarded consolation prizes.




‘ ‘ Céc bai luén ma cac em giri dén cudc thi khong chi truyen cam hing cho tat ca chung ta vé tinh yéu thucrng
6ng ba, ma con cho thiy long kinh trong va nguorng mo ma cac em danh cho 6 ong ba ctia minh. Trong cac bai viét, cac
em da chia s¢ nhitng ky niém khong thé nao quén cua minh d6i véi ong ba, vé cac mdi quan h¢ gitra cac thanh vién
trong gia dinh, nhu'ng bi mat hét sirc tha vi giita ong ba va cac chau va trén hét, cac em déu the hién sy tran trong gla
tri va nén tang cua gia dinh. Hinh anh 6ng ba qua 101 ke cuacacem,la nhung ngudi cao tudi chura sdn sang cho g1a1
doan "xé chiéu", ho van day nhiét huyét va mong mudn 1a nhirng thanh vién ning dong, tich cuc, dwoc tham gia va

dugc ton trong. .
’ ong , ’ Ba Ritsu Nacken, Quyén truong dai dién UNFPA tai Viét Nam

“Essays submitted to the contest by students not only inspire all of us about the love for grandparents, but also show

us their respect and admiration. In the essays, students shared their unforgettable memories with their
grandparents, the relationship between family’s members, interesting secrets between grandparents and
grandchildren, and above all, students expressed their appreciation for the value and the foundation of family. In
the students’ stories, grandparents were described as those who were not ready for “twilight years”, they are still
dynamic andwant to be active, enthusiastic andrespectable members”.

Ms. Ritsu Nacken, UNFPA Representative a.i. in Viet Nam

Ba Tran Bich Thiiy, Gidm dbc t6 chirc HelpAge

Ms. Tran Bich Thuy, HelpAge Country Director

“T6i hoai cam vé qua khtr, chua x6t vi minh chua lam dugc nhiéu diéu cho b me minh. Tir nhitng bai viét nay, toi
mong cac em hdy lay d6 1a hanh trang di sudt cudc ddi minh”

Nghé sy saxophone Quyén Vin Minh )
Dai stk thién chi cua Trién lam Khong khodng cdch dwroc té chire tai Ha Noi tie 29/9 - 3/11/2015

“I am nostalgic about the past and feel bitter because of many things I have not done for my parents.I hope students
can take these essays as luggage for entire their lives."”

Saxophonist, Mr. Quyen Van Minh
Ambassador of the Photo Voice Exhibition held in Ha Noi, 29/9—3/11/2015.



Figst Prize
GIAI NHAT

Ngay 1 thang 12 ndm 2014

Tbdi van nhé nhu in ngay hom do. Troi Ha Noi ndng né, nhiing dam
may xam xit, &m u, thoi vu con gio6 lanh, cd bau tréi nhudém mau
budn ba. Chot bé toi goi dién:

-Ong métrdi cona!

Mot dira tré 13 tudi s& phan tmg nhu thé nao vai con sdc dau doi nay nhi? S& khoc dung khong?

Nhung chi nhu mdt con gid nhe khé lam lan tan mat hd dang yén 4, cam xuc dén rdi chot di, toi don nhan tin
dir binh than dén bt ngo!

Taisao lai nhu vay?

C6 1& trong sudt quing duong 16n 1én ciia toi, hinh bong 6ng that su rdt monhat. ..

C6 18 khi ti bt dau nhan thirc dugc, Ong da bi tai bién ma 1iét, nén v6i toi, hinh dnh sau dam nhit ciia ong
1a khi 6ng ngdi do, lang 1€ chung kién nhumot buc tuong. ..

C6 18, vi cude séng ngay cang phat trién, toi ban biu voi nhimg lich hoc thém day déc, nhiing tro choi trén
dién thoai ma tinh cam gia dinh véi tdi khong ndong 4m nhu cac nha khac khién t6i voi ong xa cach...

C6 18 vi khi toi 10n, 6ng da gia, khoang cach thé hé qua nhidu dé xo4 bo. .

Co6 1€ vitdi khong du yéu thuong. ..

Ngay...thang...nam...

D3 1au 1dm r6i t6i khong 1én nha noi tir khi 6ng mat. CH ging tron tranh su thuc bang cach khong dbi dién.
Toi tu cam théy minh that hén nhat!

Mot ngay, sau bao lan thoai thac bat thanh, b me di dua t6i 1én tham ba. Budc chan vao cin nha quen
thudc, trong Vang dénbatngo!...

Khong con chiée giuong ké ngay phong khach ma c6 ngudi 6ng dang kinh luén ngdi nam nay qua nim
khac. Chi con khoang tréng vo tan. .

Khoéng con nhitng cai nam tay that cheflt thay bao 101 yéu thuong ctia 6ng danh cho toi. ..

bakhong con “pho tugng” luon lang im nhung lai than thuong, quen thudc vo cung. ..

To6ichotnhanra:

That ra tuong nhu vo hinh nhung 6ng lai chiém vi tri rat quan trong trong trai tim toi. ..

Va c6 1& rang t6i dd yéu ong rat nhidu!

Ngay...thang...ndm...

“Gui 6ng than yéu cua chau trén troi cao
Chau xin 13i vi da thiéu yéu thuong, thiéu quan tim téi ong. Nhung chéu biét ring ong van luén yéu
thuong chadu ma! Chau s& mang tinh yéu 6ng danh cho chau, chia sé tdi tat ca moi ngudi xung quanh. Vi
cho dilanhan lai, phai khong 6ng? Chau s¢ séng hét long va hét minh dé chau s& khong bao gio hdi han khi
mAt mat ngudi xung quanh nita vi chau da séng ddy yéu thwong nhu 161 6ng dan

Vichau la chau cua 6ng!

Vi chau rat yéu thuong ong!”

Tac gia: Bang buc Anh
Lop 9A - Trwong THPT Ha Noi

—Amsterdam
First Prize - Giai nhit




be bap,

Vuot qua con sdng Son 1 dén lang. Trong ky trc toi, lang van dep lam,
van tinh khoi va nguyén ven trong cai ning rét ngot noi dau dong.
Nhiing trang co xanh muét doc trién dé, co ctra vao chan nghe lanh lanh,
hoi c6 vuong manh swong dém sét lai. Canh vat don so, con ngudi noi
day ciling vi thé ma don so, gian di. Lang 1a mot mién qué nghéo. Lach
cach mé then cai cira, t6i bude vao. Dudi bong ngoc lan toa mat ruoi, timg chiim hoa tring mudt ling 18
noi goc san nho yén tinh qua. Tya nhu cai x6 bd va 6n 4 da bi bo lai noi bac thém. Nhirng dom ning nhay
mua doc méi ngdi: nhitng tia nang ky la. Mot mui laa non méi gat phang phat trong khong khi quyén
huong heo may. Cai phong vi Ay tinh tai qua, dudng nhu lam giong toi nghen lai va cit tiéng goi khé.

“Baoil”

Khong gian van lang yén. Gi16 xao xac thoi tir mién nao xa tham. Gian nha cli khong c6 gi thay doi, vany
nguyén nhu ngay téi di xa, van y nguyén tr mot dém dong ba mat. Va cting vi thé, nhitng ky trc va cam xuc
tho au trong to1 s€ vinh vién tri ngu trong cai nhd bé va don so cia goc san nho, khoanh troi nhé noi day.

Hom nay d 14 giap Tét. Nhé nhitng nam cil, ciing chi c¢6 hai ba chau d6n Tét v6i nhau. Cha me toi 1a mot
thwong nhan nho, quanh ndm ban biu v&i nhitng chuyén hang xa. Lai ké tir khi 6ng mat, ltc nao ciing chi
6 ba bau ban véi tudi tho toi. Bala co gido, 1a ngudi ong, 1a ba me va 1a ngudi ban. Tt ca nhimg ngay thud
nho tré lai a0 at nhu mot con lii. Con dudng dit quanh co dén quanh lang in ddu timg budc chan nhé bé
chép chirng trong cai dit tay day au yém cua ba; nhitng phién cho sém mai tip nap on @ c¢6 nhiing thir qua
moc mac ba ludn dé danh cho t6i; roi nhitng chiéu né dua bén con séng xanh ngit, t6i cui nhin bong minh
lay dong trong 1ong bé véi nhitng manh troi xanh tan tac. . . TAt ca sao qua ddi binh yén!

Nhé nhiing trua hé cudn tron trén chiée phan, ban tay ba quat dd chau ngu yén. Ban tay ba diu dang xoa
lung, xoa 1én mai toc chau nhe nhang. Nhé nhitng ngay dong, tinh day can bép nho ciia ba thom mui com
nép 1én khoi, ba téc tring hién tir ngdi bén bép lira bap bung. Chau sa vao long ba, niing niu, ba v6 vé chau
trong cdu ru & oi, trong cau chuyén vé mién dt than tién ma mot ngay chéu s& téi. Nhé nhitng dém thanh
vang, ba ngdi bén ngon dén con dan tAm 4o. Ting soi len thoan thodt bén chit chong chéo ki diéu. Ngoai
san, hoangoc lan lang 1€ n& 1d.

Vay la mgt ndm nira qua di, can nha vang bong hinh ba va 1ong t6i vang nhitng mién yéu thuong day am
ap. Vay lamot cai Tét nita qua di thiéu cai mui com nép ngot bui, thi€u cai anh Itra bap bung am ap vé nén
nhiing hinh nhén ¢6 tich trong mo.

Ngoai kia, giao thira da diém.
Huong ngoc lan roi trén tdc, va ca trong long t61, ngao ngat nhitng ndt tram lang.

Tac gia: Nguyén Hanh Trang

Lo - 0
p 9E Trwcmg THPT H3 Nc}i-Amsterdam
Second Prize - Gjaj nhij



Second Prize
Giai nhi

The gap between generations has always been a considerable
concern of every family. Google these words and most of the

search results show articles about the gap between the younger

people and their parents, and not many make mention of the gap

between grandchildren and grandparents while this is no less
important than the former. I myself believe the untold story of my grandparents and I is worth talking
aboutand I will tell my very own experience about this.

The first person to ever hold me in the arms the day I was born was my grandfather. I was told that my
grandparents were very happy because I didn’t bear any abnormality, having five fingers on each hand and
five toes on each foot. When I grew up a bit, my grandparents would take care of me while my parents
were at work. They taught me to speak, played with me, fed me and even did tricks just to make me laugh.
Then I started school. From primary to secondary school, my grandparents would drop me off at school
and pick me up every day. They cooked lunch for me and the meal was always ready when I got home.

Believe it or not, I wasn’t at all grateful. I hated the fact that [ would inherit all of my grandfather’s traits
because of the belief that the first person to hold a new-born baby would give the baby his or her
personality. [ was disappointed. How could a stubborn, paternalistic person like him get to carry me first?
And I found it absolutely ridiculous when my grandparents were so happy just because I had enough
fingers and toes. I rolled my eyes every time people told me about it. How silly! When I reached my
teenage years, conflicts began to break out. They kept commenting on my short sporty hairstyle, my
baggy T-shirts and ripped jeans, my sneakers, my dark nails painting, etc. They believed that, as a girl, |
should have long flowy hair, wear long dresses or old-fashioned pants and shirts with a cute girly pair of
shoes, and should not paint my nails. “Do they even understand what fashion is?" - I kept asking myself
with a sarcastic tone. We also argued a lot because their points of view on life were too obsolete and could
not be applied in modern life anymore. They told me that studying is more important than making friends.
They warned me not to hang out with boys. They kept lecturing me about safety rules in the house and in
traffic. They wouldn’t stop complaining just because [ made them wait for only five minutes. And I hated
the food my grandmother cooked as she put too little salt in it due to her fear of kidney diseases...

I was so happy when I got to high school as I didn’t need them to take me to school or take me home
anymore. [ was independent from them. I enjoyed my taste of freedom and didn’t even bother to visit them
anymore. Then I started feeling guilty. I kept thinking and thinking if it was unthankful of me to cast them
aside when I didn’t need them anymore. The more I thought, the more I realized how stupid I was to be
angry over such small annoying details and forgot to look at the whole picture, the whole beautiful picture
filled with love and caressing. I realized the reason my grandfather was so excited to hold me first was that
he loved me so much and he missed the feeling of holding a little soul in his hands like he did with his child
a long time ago. My grandparents were so happy just to see me born as a normal child because they were
worried that my future might be tough if  was abnormal. They were overprotective, because they wanted



to guarantee my safety and my health. They commented on my clothes, not because they wanted to
control me, but because they were afraid I might turn into a bad child and they would lose their innocent
grandchild.

Everything grandparents did was of good will even it might seem irritating to the young generation. Only
now do I realize that. And I will take care of them exactly the way they did to me so that I can show my
gratitude and my love to them. I visit them regularly, talk to them for hours, take them out sometimes to
tell them that their grandchild is now mature, and their sacrifices to look after me won’t be put to waste.

Z‘(yac 51;ié: Nguyén Tuwong Vy Linh
P 12Q1 - Trwé’ng THPT Phan Dinh Phun
Second Prize - Gjaj nhij g



Third Prize
Giai ba

Ba ndi toi nam nay 93 tudi. Nhitng ngudi ciing thoi véi ba toi ¢ lang
dara di hét. Nguoi ta bao tudi gia ai cling mudn & qué huong dé duoc

ra di trong chinh ngdi nha ctia minh. Vay ma ba t6i vira phai roi bo
manh san, cai vuon, gbc bép dé 1én Ha Noi ¢ v6i gia dinh toi — chd
ma ngay tré ba rat sg hii vi véi ba noi day qua dong nguoi la. B4 me
to1 bao ba phai roi qué vi da khong nhan duogc tinh cam tir chu thim t61 — dra con trai Gt it ba da tirng cung
chiéu nhét, boi ngay nho chu yéu 6t va hay quiy khoc. Ba c¢6 don trong chinh ngdi nha ctia minh. Trir
nhiing bita an, con toan bg thoi gian ba phai ¢ trong cai nha thiéu anh sang, noi c6 chiéc giuong nhé am
mdc chét linh kinh quan 40 4 muia va vat dung tir cai tam cho dén cai ban chai danh rang ctia ba. Noi 4y ba
1am bam ty n6i chuyén mot minh cho téi gio di ngu. Cude sdng ctia ba nhidu naim budn ba troi qua nhu thé,
cho t&éi mua he nay ba lén voi toi.

Hoi con nho, t6i it khi duoc vé qué. Mac du vay, ba thuong c6 mét trong cac cau chuyén qua di¢n thoai,
réng ba lAm cAm, hay lan, an 101 bao chua an, hay kéu mat dd dac, hay ké ti con chau khién hang xom xi
x30... T6i thim hoi néu ba nhu vay, sao ba dé ra va nudi duge nhitng con ngudi con thong minh nhu cac
bac i, bd t6i va ca chu toi nira?

D6n ba 1én, bd toi coi ndi chiée trudng ky ngoai phong khach thanh giwdng ngi cho ba. Ba ¢ phong khach
dé luon co ngudi di lai —co tiéng ndi cudi, co tiéng ti vi va ca tiéng tap dan cta t6i —nhitg 4m thanh ma ba
thiéu thon va thém kht.

Ba luc nao ciing chi ngdi yén trén chiée truong ky, mit mo duc nhin xa xam, tay phe phay chiéc quat gidy
mac du tro1 da sang thu mat rugi. Mit ba sang lén mdi khi t6i vé. Ba ké cho toi vé nan d6i nam 1945. Ba ké
v& 9 lan sinh nd ciia ba do ba mu trong lang d3. 9 1an sinh ay thi 3 nguoi bac ciia toi da chét khi chua kip
khoc chao doi. Baké vé bac Pat t61, ngudi dep trai hay cuoi va gioi vin tho, di bo doi lic con rat tré va hy
sinh khi chua 1ap gia dinh. Ba rat thuong nhé bac va bao gio day bac 1a nguoi da chét ma nudi ba (bang tro
cap me liét s7). Ba ké vé nhitng ngay cuc nhoc nudi ca dan con an hoc khi ca lang nghéo déi. Ba ké ba lo
léng cho cac bac va ca bd toi di hoc duong xa, bi tré con lang bén khong dugc di hoc ghen ti chan danh, chi
khi ndo con vé dén nha ba méi hét chay ra, chay vao quanh ngd mong con...

Ba ké cho t61 ca nhitng 1an mat d6 dac cua ba. Ba c6 gang chirng minh cho 61 tin viéc ay 1a c6 that (vi
thuong cha ai tin ba toi, thudng cudi va cho 1a ba gia nén 1an tri)... B6 toi thudng ngan ba ké diéu nay cho
t61, nhung t6i van muén nghe ba ké, dé ba dugc trat ndi niém.

Déi luc, toi thay ba ngdi d6, lung cong gap, tay van phe phay chiéc quat, miéng 1am bim mot minh. Thira
ba n6i chuyén v6i bac Pat va 3 hai nhi mat sém ctia ba. Ba ké cho ho nghe du thtr chuyén. Hinh nhu ba rit
yéu ho, yéu nhét trong 9 dira con cua 9 l4n sinh no. Phai chang vi ho mét sém, khi chua kip lam ba budn,
chwra 1am ba ton thuong bao gio, nén trong 1ong ba, ltic nao ho ciing 1a nhitng ngudi con ngoan ngoan?

MOi khi nhin ba, t6i lai hinh dung khi ba van con 1a mot thiéu nit, han 12 ba rat xinh dep. T61 hinh dung khi



Third Prize
Giai ba

ba nudi mot dan con nhu ga me, chdc 1a ga me - ba rat khéo cham con vi cac con gid ngudi nao ciing gidi
giang. To61rat thuong ba khi hiéu ba da phai chiu sy dau dén khi mat di nhiing ngudi con khi méi chao doi,
va canguoicon da hy sinh khién ba khoc dén mo ca mat.

Khi t6i viét bai ndy, trong dau toi da nghi: Han 1 ba ndi cta t6i s& khac so v6i ba ndi, ba ngoai ctia ban be
minh. Chic khong may ai c6 ba nhiéu tudi nhu ba cua toi. Ba toi khong con di chog, ndu com duoc nira,
khong ké chuyén cb tich cho t6i nghe, nhung ba ké cho t6i biét vé cudc sdng tir nam 1945 va rit nhiéu
chuyén tir thud rat xa. Banhuong cho t6i nhimng chiéc keo du cac loai ma ba gom cét trong tay nai mang 1én
tir qué, khong biét ba tich cop danh dum tir bao gid - nhitng chiée keo c6 thé da hét han sir dung —nhung t6i
van an chung dé ba thdy vui.

Sbng véi ba, to6i méi thdy mon qua 16n nhét toi gianh cho ba 1a nhimg luc toi dé thoi gian lang nghe ba ké
chuyén, tham chi nghe ba than van. Va toi cling nhan ra, ngudi gia can phai dugc quan tim nhiéu hon,
khong chi 1a com ngon hay sira dét. Nguoi gia 1a nhitng nguoi da timg tré, da timg 1a nhimg thanh thiéu
nién, ho da séng hét cudc doi dé ¢ nhimg thir ngudi tré hdm nay dang huong thy. Vi thé that bat céng cho
ngudi gia khi b lang quén, bi rudng bo, bi con cai hit hii... Nhu ba toi, timg 1a mot nguoi khoe manh, da
cay cdy rabao nhiéu thic laa, vy ma gio ba ngdi run ray vi tudi tac, chi thém con chau di lam vé gianh thoi
gian hoi han néi chuyén ddi cau. Toi tir hoi, khong biét tit ca nguoi gia dang séng nhu thé nao? Chic chin
c6 nhitng ngudi gia rat hanh phuc va ¢ nhidu ngudi gia dang héo mon. ..

T61i mudn, khong bao gio nghe tieng ba téi 1am bam: Bén bao gio madi duge chét day? Ba van néi theé du bo
to1 nhan nh6: Me song vdi con chau vui vé thé ma sao ctr doi chét?

Néu mot ngay nao d6 phai roi xa ba, t6i khong biét minh s& chap nhan diéu dy nhu thé nao. Toi s¢ luc
khong c6 hinh bong cua ba — nguoi luén ngoi trén chiée truong ky, tay phe phay chiéc quat gidy da ci,
nguoi ludn doi toi tai nha, nhe nhang cat tiéng: “Chéu vé roi ddy a?”” moi khi toi di hoc vé. ..
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Giai ba

be bapp,

Co6 mot ong lao rat thich choi cdy canh, 6ng c6 mdt khu vuon nho
nhung dep vo cung sau nha. Ong da sang swon doc bén kia ciia cudc doi,

con cai 6ng déu di thanh dat va lap gia dinh. Ong c6 mot dira chau
ngoai, dira chau dau 10ng. Ong hay danh thoi gian dét tay c6 bé ma éng
hét long yéu thuong dao quanh khu vudn nhé ¢6 16i di rai soi, cé hang
rao gd tring kién ¢ va c6 khoang troi xanh trong. Ong luédn kién nhan va tan tinh giai dap nhimng cau hoi
ngd ngan ctia dira chau td mo ay, ndi cho cd bé vé cac loai cy, ké vé nhiing ciu chuyén lién quan dén
chung. Co bé khong biét tén cac loai cay, chi biét chung rat dep, than cay udn lwon nhu than réng, la xanh,
tan um tim, hoa thi sic s& va rat thom... C6 bé cling biét, c6 rat yéu vuon cdy ctia 6ng, yéu timg chiéc 14
ngon co, yéu tiéng xao xac cua 1a cdy mdi khi gié truon qua, yéu nhiing tia ning nhay nhot trén mat dat
theo nhip rung rinh ctia vom 14. Yéu nhiing cdu chuyén thu vi ciia ong, yéu giong ké tram 4m truyén cam
ctia 6ng, yéu cach 6ng ti man cham soc, tia tot cho ting cdy mot, va hon hét, co bé yéu dng ngoai ctia minh.

Co mot 6ng lao cuc ki nhan hau, diém dam, can than chin chu va luén thau tinh dat ly. Lamét nha lanh dao,
6ng luon dung hoa cac mdi quan hé, ddi vi bét cir ai cling déu rat nhiin nhuong, khiém tn, thé nén ong lao
luén duge moi ngudi & co quan kinh trong nhu mot vi cha gia, Tét nht ban bé dong nghiép dén choi nhiéu
v cing, nhiéu lc trai gi6 trd trdi 6m dau luc nao cling duge moi nguoi cham soc, lo ling, tham hoi. Song
dep nhu 6ng ludn c¢d nhiing tri ky bé ban bén canh. La mdt 6ng 130 gian di thuong nhat voi so thich lam
vuon, dng ludn coi cdy canh nhu nhitng ngudi ban, ngudi con ciia minh, can than cham soc, tudi nudc, tia
canh, bén phan cho cdy, séng tinh nghia ngay ca véi cdy cbi vo tri vo gidc. Nho ong ldo cham cdy mat tay
ma ca nha lc ndo ciing ¢ san khé, budi, 61, chudi,... dé dn. Vé nha 1a thiy cay cdi rop bong mat, khong
khi trong lanh d& chiu, nghe dat ndng quyén voi mui hoa thom, ling tiéng chim ca. Ong ldo 4y, chang
nhing duoc moi ngudi xung quanh kinh mén, ma con duoc thién nhién vu i ban cho nhitng moén qua that
tuyét voi. Pira chau gai nho nhan ra, dudng nhu ca thé gidi nay déu yéu 6ng ngoai cia ¢o vay.

C6 mot dng 130 mudn con chau minh hoc duoc nhing dire tinh tdt, nhitng gia tri that su trong cudc song.
Ong yéu c6 chau ngoai ctia minh, va éng mudn c6 bé sau nay tré thanh nguoi phu nit can than khéo 1éo
kién tri, nén dng tang cho c6 bé modt chau cdy canh nho va yéu cau c¢d cham soc nd. Co bé khong biét do 1a
cy gi, chi biét 14 cdy dai manh, mém va c6 mot vét dai 16n mau tring trén than 14. Pugc 6ng ldo déang kinh
ay truyén cam himg va véi sy gitip do ctia 6ng, cdy nho ctia ¢6 bé chang bao lau da 16n 1én, canh 14 xum
xué, hai mau xanh tring hoa quyén véi nhau that dep mat. Va dan dan, c¢6 bé ciing tré nén yéu cay cdi nhur
ong ngoai minh, hoc dugc tinh kién nhan va can than, nhitng duc tinh sau nay da giup c6 dat dugc nhiing
thanh cong nhét dinh trong cudc song.

C6 mdt dng 130, da gan dat xa troi, lai thém cin bénh ung thu phdi quai ac da chia cit ong va co chau ngoai
ma 6ng vo cing yéu quy. Ong bénh niang, nhung c6 ctia ngon vat la gi ciing dem cho chau gai, di da co
phan kh6 khin nhung chiéu chidu van dét chau ra khu vuon than quen. Ong 1o khong dii strc dé cham bén
cho ca khu vudn cdy, cong viée dy bd c6 bé thay ong 1am, nhung ¢ phai cay cdi khong duge cham sdc boi
tinh yéu va dam mé ctia ng l4o thich 1am vudn ma ¢ chau gai khong thdy khé, budi ngot nhu xwa? Co
khong biét tir than sap cudp di ngudi ong ma cd vo cing yéu mén, kinh trong, khong biét rang ding sau nu
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cudi nu 4m ap triu mén kia 14 biét bao nhiéu phién mudn, dau khd. Ngay ong mét, c6 bé khong khoc.
Khong phai vi ¢o tro 1i, vo cam, ma vi c¢6 bé ngay tho ay chi dang nghi ring 6ng ngoai di cong téc, thinh
thoang 6ng van phai di cong tac va phai nho bd me ¢6 chim soc vuon ciy ma. Bé me khoc, cac di khoc, ba
ngoai thi khoc dén ndi ngat di duge, nhung dtra chdu gai nhé van mot muc tin ong s& tro vé.

C6 mot 6ng ldo, “di” xa da hon mudi nam rdi van “chwa” tré vé, nhung nhitng ki vat, ki niém vé éng van
ludn ¢ canh ¢6 chau gai cua 6ng. Mic du cai cdy o6ng tang chau gai minh khong con nira, du cho c6 bé da
cham soc né rat chu déo sau khi 6ng “di”, véi hi vong khi 6ng trd vé ¢6 thé khoe 6ng thanh qua ctia minh.
Nhung trong trang nhat ki ctia ¢6 van con kep chiéc 14 kho v6i hai mau xanh tring. Sau nay, khi 16n 1én, ¢6
bé ngdy ndo mai biét d6 1a cay mau tir, mot loai cdy biéu tugng cho tinh cam gia dinh dep d8, vién man.
Phai ching d6 chinh 1a mong mudn ma 6ng 140 mudn guri gdm dén dtra chau bé bong ctia minh, mudn chau
gai luén yéu thuong, hudng vé gia dinh, noi ¢ khu vuon thuong, ¢é nhitng khém cdy vun trong, cham
tudi. Co bé 16n 1€n, di hoc. Ba ngoai bao ngay xua khi con di hoc 6ng thich hoc van va giéi van 1am, tham
chi di thi con duoc giai cap tinh, rdi ba doc cho cd bé nghe bai tho dau tién ong lam ting ba hdi méi quen
nhau. Nhitng van tho ling man ctia 6ng, bang mot cach ki diéu nao do, khién cho ¢6 chau gai cam thiy yéu
thich tho van. Hoi con “6 nha”, 6ng ciing hay ngdm nga nhiing bai tho ctia minh khi tia canh cho cay.
Dudng nhu ong ldo di truyén cht van va tinh yéu van hoc ciia minh cho chau géi, phit ho cho viéc hoc
hanh thi ctr ctia ¢6 bé sau nay, dé dira chau nho ngay nio van ngong nghiu nhéc lai nhing ciu tho ciia dng
gid ddy tro thanh mot nit sinh chuyén Van, mong mo ma sdi ndi, sdu sic ma phong khoang, gidng nhu 6ng
lao ngay trude vay.

Ong 130 4y chinh 1a 6ng ngoai t6i. Ong a, 6ng c6 dang nhin va doi theo con khong?
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Ever since I was a little girl, I have had a thirst for knowledge.
Generally, I love learning new stuffs — especially facts about nature,
physics or chemistry.

With my parents being absent most of the time due to their busy schedules, [ used to go to my grandfather,
just to seek the answer for my ever-so-childish question.

“Granps”, how does aboy form?
“Well, yousee...”

Whenever I came to him like that, he would reply with a living smile, as always, and take some pens and
papers to explain the ideas for me. The way his eyes twinkle told me he enjoyed it when I viewed him as a
teacher, a guidance.

To be honest, I never think of my grandpa like any typical grandparent my friends have. Spending lots of
time playing tennis and going exploring the world, despite being over seventy, he still looks healthy,
strong, tall. He loves tennis, and I can recall many occasions when he stayed up all night to watch the
finale of the season live. His hobbies include literature, too. He has many novels, a great number of which
I'have borrowed. It can be said that my love for stories and reading come from my grandfather.

Admittedly, my grandpa is one of the people I admire the most. He was a successful business man in his
time, giving his family the best living conditions one could ask for. Not only that but he is also my first
teacher. He taught me how to write my first poem, how to make an omelette, and how to treat people. |
have learned so much from him, and they are indeed valuable tips, helping me go through my fifteen-year
life smoothly. I appreciate everything he has done for me, all to aid me going forward to have a better life.

“Granps, can you give comments on my essay?”’

Looking up from his literature magazine, he smiled, all cherry and loving. His soft brown eyes sparkled,
with a glint of amusement and pride.
“Sure. Anything for my little girl.”
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Naturally, everyone will have 4 grandparents. But right now, I only
have 3. It’s been about 4 months since my maternal grandfather passed
away. To tell the truth, dealing with the situation hasn’t been easy. The
reason | chose to write this is to express my thoughts about him also to
talk a bitabout being old.

The two things about him that have stuck with me are his backstories and his loud voice. He could have
given us detailed stories about his days in the military, whether it is the fact he helped to conceal soldier or
he met Uncle Ho or he was a commander. Sometimes, it got rather annoying because he went on and on
talking. Regardless, I still find them very exciting and interesting. It’s not just stories that he keeps
rambling on about, but also hatred or bad things about me, my mother, my grandmother, basically my
entire family. Was he doing it out of intentional purpose or unintentional one? I can never know. When |
think about it, I fell nothing, just nothing.

One that faithful day, I broke when my mother told me the news. I couldn’t say one word. Somehow, [ was
unable to have a single tear drop. I question myself, was I heartless? Was I some kind of psychopath who
couldn’t care less about his loved ones? My inability to cry continued throughout the funeral and the 7
weeks of being a vegetarian. Only after everything was settled, I think I came to a conclusion. It was
another degree, of sadness, once never experience before, which is really saying something due to the
childhood filled with one bad thing after another.

It’s time I talk about everything else mention in the opening. First of all, my grandfather was important to
me. And [ wished I had realized it sooner. Secondly, I think people are afraid of becoming older and
eventually die. Because it’s human nature to discover and find new things, and being old limits these
things. Yet, old people seem to not be afraid of dying. It’s so controversial and difficult to understand
which brings to my final thought, which is the difference between the young and old. There will always be
generation gap, whether it is the taste of music, view on technology;, attitudes to work and to other people,
etc. [ think that today, we come closer than ever to shorten the gap, no matter how hard it is.

This piece of writing is mainly to express my feelings and some of my biases. But, with everything being
sad, I still have to say that I love my grandparents and this is a way of showing it, no matter odd and
irrelevant my paragraphs are.
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Cu moi lan doc lai cau chuyén: “Noi dan vt cia An-dray-ca”, long toi
lairao 1én bao cam xuc khd ta vé ngudi 6ng qua co cia minh.

Ong ngoai t6i 1 can bo nghi huu. Trude day 6ng 1a Bi thu nha may vii khi Z117, 1 can bo cha chdt cia nha
may. Khi nghi huu, moi ngudi trong nha may tir nhitng ngudi cong nhan san xuat dén ban giam ddc nha
méy déu dén tham hoi sirc khoé va hoi han nhiing kinh nghiém trong sudt 49 nam lam viéc va cdng hién
cho nha may. P6i v6i ong, cong viée vo cling quan trong nhung gia dinh van 13 trén hét. Vao nhimg dip
nghi he ctia con chau, 6ng 1én thanh phd va ra cac chau di choi. Mic du ong 1a nguoi gian di nhung trong
ong van la vé vo cuing “hién dai” ddy cac ban a! Céac ban biét khong, c6 1an 6ng rt ba toi di 1én khu phé cd
dao choi mua sam. Khi vé nha, ong no6i voi chiing t6i: “Khi co thoi gian thi dé cho 6ng di, dimg dé dén luc
hap hdi khong kip cac chau a”. Va 6ng t6i 1a ngudi nhu thé d6 ban a!

Tbi con nhd, vao thoi diém t6i biét ong minh mic can bénh ung thu quai 4c, t6i da khoc rat nhiéu. Toi tu
hoi: “Sao éng troi lai bat cong dén thé? Tai sao khi ong toi da cho cudc sdng tit ca nhitng gi 6ng c6 ma
nhing thir nhan lai 1a nhirng can bénh nguy hiém? Quy luat cho — nhan ciia cudc sdng tai sao lai khong di
theo dting quy dao dinh sdn? Ong toi da 1am gi sai chtr...?” Hang loat ciu hoi duoc dat ra ma sy that van
hién nhién dién ra. .. Khi biét minh 14m bénh ning, ong khong biét ring ca gia dinh t6i da biét, dng nho cac
béc sidiéu tri riéng gidu ca gia dinh t6i, khéng mudn ca gia dinh lo ling. Nhing gi 6ng lam cho gia dinh t6i
da khién moi ngudi hiéu dugc tinh cam ciia ong to 16n thé nao. Ong 1a ngudi cé tim 1ong va tinh yéu vi dai
nhét trong 1ong toi!

“Chéu cam on 6ng vi 6ng da 1a 6ng cia chau. Chau cam on vi 6ng da danh chon thoi gian cudi doi dé yéu
thuong, cham lo cho gia dinh. Va cudi cung chau muon n6i véi ong mot diéu “ Ong s€ mai 1a nguoi ong
tuyét voinhat ciia chdu —ngudi ma khong ai cd thé thay the dugc!".

Tac gia: Hoang Pham Maj Chi
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In Viet Nam, Tet holiday is really special. That is when our family
gathers together. When Tet holiday comes, I really miss my
grandmother, who was passed away when [ was in grade 4.

When my grandmother was young, her family was poor. Although she didn’t go to school, she was smart
and generous. She took care of me when I was two. Every night, she told me fairy tales or poems. Her
voice was so sweet that it took me to the fairy land in every dream.

I still remember a memory between me and her. When [ was in grade 1, my best friend had a beautiful pen.
It was yellow and had a cat on it. I really wanted to have that pen. Then an idea came to me. When my
friend went out and played, I took the pen and brought home. That night, I put the pen on my table. My
grandmother knew that it was not mine but she didn’t say anything. Before going to bed, she told to me a
story. The story was about a little girl who was pretty. One day, she took her friend’s pen back home. Her
grandmother told her that it is was not good to take the pen without asking. The next day, she brought it to
school and apologized to her friend for taking her pen. She forgave her. After listening to the story, I
thought that it would be nice of me to bring the pen back to my friend and apologized her. Then I fell
asleep... The nextday, I brought it and sorry her. She forgave me.

Since then, my grandmother’s health became worse. When I was in grade 4, I was shocked that my
grandmother passed away. That night, I cried a lot. In spite of my sadness, I remembered her words told
me: “You have to be strong and become a generous, kind person”. It really helped me a lot.

I wish I could meet my grandmother again.

Tac gia: Byj Hoang my
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D061 véi moi nguoi tir khi tap hat, chéac ai cling thudc cau hat:
“Baoiba,chauyéubalam...”

Khong phai nghi nhiéu vi ba ciing nhu me cham séc chiing ta 16n 1én, nudi chung ta khon 16n, day hoc dé
sau nay thanh nhirng nguoi ¢6 ich cho xa hoi.

T6i sinh ra trong gia dinh ¢6 bd di cong tac xa thudng xuyén, ngoai me ra thi ba ngoai 1a nguoi cham séc,
nudi toi tir ac lot 1ong. T6i may mén sinh ra ngay khi ba vira nghi huu. Ba toi tré, khoé va rat dep o tudi 55
nhung chi ba thang sau khi cham soc t61 lac me di lam, ba da bi dot quy vi mét qua, ca nha dua ba di vién
cung vdi su ay ndy cua me toi. May mén thay, sau 10 ngay nam vién, ba duge vé nha. Ba khoé manh hon,
rin roi hon rdi ba cham soc toi dén hom nay, khi t6i d 11 tudi.

Téi yéu ba nhiéu lam. Ngay nho, tdi van thudng goi ba 13 “Me ba 0i”, ba nhu ngudi me thit hai cuia toi. Ba
cham séc toi tirng giac ngu, bira an, thirc cung t61 véi nhitng tran sot lién mién, kién tri bon cho to1 tirng thia
chédo khitéiluoian...

Thoi gian ctr thé troi di, bay gid ba da gan 70 tudi, ba van chua duoc nghi ngoi vi ba lai phai chiam séc em
trai t61.Strc khoé ctia ba kém hon rat nhiéu, ba thudng xuyén dau 6m. Mi 1an cam tay ba, nhin nhimng
duong gan gude, vét doi moi, nhitg nép nhin han 1én nhitng ndi nhoc nhan ba phai trai qua, toi lai thiy
1ong minh chiing xudng, thwong ba vé ciing. T6i ludn cb ging ngoan ngodn hoc gidi dé ba vui 1ong.

M3i 1an t6i duoc diém cao, dugc giai thuong thi danh mit ba lai sang rang hanh phuc, khi gép ai trong xom,
ba toi ciing khoe chau ba gioi. Téi lai ty nhu t6i phai ¢ ging hoc tip dé ba yén 1ong véi tudi gia cia minh.
T6i yéubanhiéu lim!

Tac gia: Triéu Phuwong Ngan
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My grandfather is 70 years old this year. He was a doctor in a military
hospital before his retirement few years ago.

My grandfather is a very handy and hardworking person. Besides working hours at the hospital, he can do
lot of things at home like repairing electrical and water system as if he was a well-trained technician.
Although his palms are rough due to lots of manual and technical works at home, these same hands are
still very skillful and gentle when it comes to patient’s surgery and treatment.

My grandfather is also a very strong will person. My mom told me he was a heavy smoker. When I was
born, he quitted smoking because he worried that smoke would have bad effect on my health. After 40
years of smoking, just one day after I was born, he immediately quitted smoking himself without any
support methods.

Because I am his first granddaughter, he always treats me gently and favors me most. Until now, when I
am 12 years old. My grandfather still reads story book for me before I sleep, sends me and picks me up
from school. He always cares about my study and gives me gifts that I like most.

He is just like my close friend, always tries to listen to my chatter, shares with me little secrets, comforts
me when I’m sad, helps me when I have problems.

My grandfather is also a good example to me for his life-long learning ability. He never stops learning
new things even after so many years. Until now he still continues learning foreign languages. He knows
German, Chinese and English.

I love and admire my grandfather very much. I always want him healthy, live very long to see me grow-
up, to see that he did not waste his efforts caring and educating me since [ was a child. I imagine one day, |
can tell him about my job, travel with him and buy him gifts from money I earn at work.

My grandfather — a teacher and my best friend! I am really proud of him! I will always remember what he
taught me. [ definitely become a righteous, brave and caring person. I will keep learning, keep going and
keep my head up, just like my grandfather!

Tac gia: p Van Trang
Lop 6E - 5
Trwong THPT Chuyén Ha Noi Amsterda
_ m
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My grandmother lives in Hrabyne, Czech Republic.
She is one of the bravest people I’ve ever met.

She was born into a poor family living in the
countryside, the second oldest and only daughter in a
family of five children. My grandmother worked out
in the fields, milking the cows, collecting the wheat,
struggling with the people. She started working at a
textile factory at age fourteen. Her bed was of straw
and her toys were of rags.

Then, her straw bed was replaced with a hospital bed.

When she was nineteen, she drove into a ditch under
the cover of mist in a motorbike accident.

She was taken to the hospital. I’ve heard that the
doctors there had problems unzipping her pants in
the back to examine her wounds, and she had to
navigate them without using her legs. She always
laughs when she says this.

For nine months she had to lie in a hospital bed
surrounded by senior patients. For three years
following her injury, my grandma’s family couldn't
afford a wheelchair. She had to drag herself around
on the ground using her arms.

Sometime later, she moved into an apartment
complex for people who need extra help.

Tac gia: Klara Musiloya

Giai khuyén khich

Again, she worked in a factory on campus, this
time creating little knickknacks. Of course, she
never forgot to bring an item or two of the day’s
work home whenever I was visiting. I’'m sure
she did this with my mother as well, though now
she’s retired and she doesn't work anymore.

My grandmother never talks about my
grandfather much. I may have asked when I was
younger, but now I forgot the answer and now I
don't want to. Last summer, she told me about
the way he died. He had a condition that made it
hard for his cuts to stop bleeding. He also had
friends that liked to get drunk. One day, they
weren’t careful and he bled to death. “I told him
not to be friends with those people,” my
grandma said last year.

My grandmother decided to have a child as a
sheer force of will. She saw other people in the
apartments have children. “If they can, socan1.”
she thought. And she could. She can do
anything, [ believe.

Once again, she stared her difficulties down. She
took care of herself, my mother and all of her
friends at once. She did their groceries and she
watered their plants when they were away. She
took my mother to school. She never asked
anyone for anything. She was even featured in a
small magazine.

Whilst her life’s fields have yielded nothing for
her, she still shares the crop.

Consolation Prize - Gijaj khuyén khicp
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Ong!

Mot tiéng goi gian don ma rat dbi than thuong tran vé trong ki {rc toi.
Hinh anh vé ong dan hién 18n 16 nét, sdu dam trong trai tim to1, boi
chinh nét dep rat riéng trong tim hon va phong thai ctia 6ng.

Ong, ngudi thiy vi dai cta doi t61. Ngay con bé, ong kém cap t6i mén Toan, cing toi 1am nhirng bai tinh
d6, giai thich can k& nhimng kién thirc méi cho t6i. Ong con 1 ngudi truyén dam mé mén hoc ay cho t6i, va
t6i rat biét on ong vé didu d6. Ong 1a ngudi giai dap thac mic cua téi vé vo sb linh vire: dong vat, thuc vat,
may moc...

Ong, ngudi ban 16n cua tudi tho t6i. Ong con day t6i cach xem dong hd, huéng dan t6i di xe dap. Sang
som, O6ng cam yén sau va tay lai cua xe, con toi thi cd ste dap manh. Ong luén hudng dan ti mi, can than,
nhu chinh tinh yéu thuwong 6ng danh cho dtra chau nhd nay.

Ong, ngudi thay thudc trong nhing luc t6i dau bénh. Mdi 1an t6i sdt cao, ong déu di xe buyt dén nha toi,
dong vién t6i udng nhimg vién thudc dang ngit, an nhiing thia chao loang, nhat. Ong con can than mang
theo ca dng nghe dé xem tim, phdi ctia toi c6 sao khong. Va ong ludn mim cudi, mit dan ra: “Khong sao
dau, cona”.

Ong, kho tang truyén vé doi sdng ngay xura ctia t6i. Nhé nhimng 1an 6ng bé chau trén dui, ngdi trude san ké
chuyén: 6ng di may bay gap DPai tuéng VO Nguyén Gidp,... Giong dng nhu ngan mai trong nhiing buoi
sang day nang d6, trong tim hon tré tho va trai tim non ndt ciia toi.

Ong, ngudi c6 cach biéu dat tinh cam rat riéng. Nhé hinh anh 6ng lom khom trong vuon, hai nhing trai
x0di ngot cho t6i. Huong vi ctia nhitng trai xoai d6 that dc biét, dén gio toi van khong thé quén tinh cam
clia 6ng goi vao trong d6. Nho ca nhitng 14n luc t6i chao ong ra v&, 6ng dimg twa ctra ma noi: “O, con vé
nhé”. Ong vay tay, dén ltic toi di khuat 5ng méi vao nha.

Ong a, da bao lan con muodn ndi véi ong rang: “Con yéu ong lam”, nhung cau noi dy van chua ximg dang
v&i tinh yéu cia 6ng danh cho con. Ong mai la bong mat cia doi con!

Tac gia: vg Phuong Ling,
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I have never met my grandfather. All my impressions of him are
vaguely drawn together amongst depicts given by my grandmother and
mother, along with some black-and-white old photos in which you can
only catch a glimpse of his overall body shape, his dark eyebrow and
casual clothing. Little do those pictures mean anything to me, however, as my mother used to say to me,
“You have got to actually meet him, and hear what he has to say about himselfand how family mattered, to
know what your grandfather was like’.

Indeed, my grandfather was a real family guy, a man of great integrity and uprightness, though somehow
inexplicably whimsical and sharp. I always envision him as a slim, well- groomed man whose hair was
described by my mother as ‘river-silver’, and whose eyes were ‘as bright as a jackdaw’. He was the pillar
of his family, teaching my mother how to cook and study, with no minor details expected to go wrong. My
grandfather had not been fifty when he left us ten years before [ was born. When my mother recalled the
last day she ever spoke to him, she said, ‘It was chaotic. Doctors were running around, my father writhing
with agony on the stretcher while no room was spare. After an hour, we finally took him to an empty room,
but he said he was thirsty. I dashed outside to get a bottle of orange juice, and when I came back my family
had sit him on a bed‘, she swallowed her tears and continued, ‘he gulped it down until he only coughed
and coughed... The last thing [ remembered was the sight of his heart stop beating on the cardiogram right
afterwards'.

If only a doctor had come to us beforehand to stop us from giving him juice, as he was suffering from
pleural effusion. They did succeed in reviving his heartbeat after that night; however, he led a vegetable
existence for the next two months. We could not see him looking at us again, or hear his husky voice. Nor
could he proceed any instinctive reflex. It was the longest two months my family had ever been through:
they visited him every day and-took care of” him, watching him breathing through a nasal cannula and
living off a pacemaker. Sometimes his heart stopped, and doctors were milled in; he could survive them
all, except the last.

His image in my mind, although imagined, is vivid and undying. I can tell how much love my
grandmother and mother received from my grandfather just by the way they talk about him; in the same
way, he will always hold a special place in my heart.

Tac gia: Tl"én Lan Chi
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be bapp,

Thoi tho 4u cua toi gén lién véi nhitng ky niém dep bén gia dinh, ngudi
than. Hoi dy nguoi toi quan quit nhat 12 ba ndi. Luc nao ciing vay, tir
thué méi chap chiing biét di cho dén khi da c6 thé may mo doc béo, toi
chi thich dugc ngu cung ba, hoac don gian la dugc nam canh ba. Vi déi
v6i t6i d6 1a thién dudng. Cho doi toi ludn c6 mot chiée chan ém dugce ba trai gon gang 1én giwdng-mot
miéng 16t dé t6i d& dau lung khi nam chiéu. Trong nhing chiéc gdi cting dén “dang so”, ba chon cho t6i
chiéc gbi ém nhét, d& chiu nhat. Con ca mot chiée gbi 6m dai méo mé, nhung that mém, that ém. Khi toi da
yén vi trong thé giGi ciia riéng minh, ba s& cham rai dap cho t6i hai 16p chin, che that ki phan bung. Thoai
mai 1a thé nhung tat nhién t6i dau c6 chiu ngl ngay. Nhat dinh toi s& to mo hoi ba vé mot vn dé, mot sur
kién nao déy, ké ca nhitng cau chuyén xa lic xa lo hdi ba con tré, khi dat nudc van con doi nghéo. Ba khong
ké nhiéu, van 1a nhimng cau chuyén dugc nhic di nhéc lai. Nhung 1an nao ciing vy, t6i don nhan chung
bang niém hao htrc tré tho. Qua that nhitng ciu chuyén ctia ba rat hay. Hinh anh cudc sdng khén kho, thiéu
an hién 1én trong ting 161 noéi cia ba, nhung dugce diém thém sy hai huéde, lac quan. Pam siu trong tadm tri
t6i 1a cudc sdng tran day yéu thuong, sé chia ciia mot gia dinh du chiu giéng t6 nhung van luén quat cuong
song, yéu va hivong.

Khi t6i bt diu ngdi trén ghé nha trudng, toi thudng bat gip qua nhitng bai vin, qua nhimg 101 ké cia li ban
vé hinh anh mot nguoi ba hay ké chuyén ¢ tich cho chau nghe, hat nhing 16i ru ngot ngéo cho chau ng.
Va toi cam thay minh that hanh phiic vi ¢ mot nguoi ba that dac biét.

Truyén c6 tich toi c6 thé doc dé dang trong nhitng quyén sach cii o nha.

Nhitng bai hat véi du thé loai thi duoc phat déu dan trén tivi.

Sau mot ngay kham pha thé gian, cai c6 thé dua t6i dén gidc mong khong phai 1a nhirng tht t6i ¢ thé tu
minh tim hiéu, trai nghiém. Chinh céi vo lung diu dang, chinh do6i mit hién tir ludn dong déy cam xdc cua

baméi dem lai sy thanh than, binh yén dé toi chim vao gidc ngu say.

Chi can vay thoi. ..

Tac gia: Poan Huong Giang
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T6i may mén hon nhiéu ban cling trang ltra khac khi toi bay gid van
duocsdng trong tinh yéu ciia ba.

Tudi tho t61 1a nhitng ngay bo di cong tac xa nha, me di lam tir sdng sém tG1 chiéu mudn, la nhitng ngay to1
duoc nudi nang va bao boc trong vong tay cua ba. Co 1€ ngay do téi con qua nho dé nhé va hiéu dugc tinh
thuong cua ba cho t61, dé gio day t6i chi dugc 6n lai nhitng ki niém qua 101 ké cia me.

T61 yéu mén x06i cua ba, yéu ndi chao cua ba, yéu tat ca nhitng gi ba [am ra. Nhitng moén an ba lam vi toi, vi
nguoi than trong gia dinh, co thé rat gian di, khong duoc ngon nhu & ngoai quan, nhung t61 yéu chung, vi
do lakeét tinh tir tinh yéu cua ba danh cho chiing toi.

Y éu ba bao nhiéu, t6i cang thuong ba by nhiéu. Thuong khudén mat, d6i tay day vét nhan noi nhirg kham
khé ctia cudc doi da lan sau vao, vdy nhung hoi 4m van ven nguyén nhu ngay nao. Thuong d6i chan gy,
run run nhung mdi dip dan chau tré vé& van cb ging xubng bép nau cho cac chau mén x6i ma chung yéu
thich. Thuong ba tudi di cao nhung van sdng thui thiii cing 6ng bén mot khu vuon lanh 18o. ..

Tbi quén sao duoc nhirg ngay ba ty minh bét xe 1én tham anh em t6i cho thoa ndi nhd chau rdi lai ty minh
batxe veé, quén sao dugc nhiing 14n bibd me méng déulaba ding ra bénh vuc, quén sao dugc doi mét hién
tir luén 4nh 1én niém vui mdi khi dwoc gip chau, rdi lai budn ba khi biét sap dén ngay phai roi xa, quén sao
duoc timg budc chdm cham tién cac chau roi qué 1én di hoc, xe chuyén banh réi ma van thay ba nhin mai
cho dén khi khuét dang.

Gi0 day, khi viéc hoc khién cudc séng trg nén ban ron, khong con nhiéu thoi gian vé qué tham ba, nghe ba
ké v& cudc doi lam 1 xua, vé cai thoi chién tranh khi ngéi nha con c6 ham trii 4n bén dudi. .. C6 18 khi day
du ta khong biét qui trong, rdi gid ddy khi khoang cach bi kéo din ra t6i mai thdy ba quan trong véi t6i toi
nhuong nao.

“Baoi,chdunhdba...”

Tac gia: Ngu
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Although most children spent their childhood with their parents, I
spent most of the time when I was young with my grandfather. My
parents were always busy so he was the one who took care of me. He
has gone but I will always remember everything he did for me.

My grandfather was really old. He was a tall man and people said he was handsome when he was young. I
remember his bold head that he always covered with a hat. His eyes were not really good so he wore thick
glasses. But, what I like the most about him was his smile. My grandfather’s smile may not look beautiful
because some of his teeth have fallen out but he often smiled. His smile lighted up my day.

Every day, he got up early and swept the floor; then he cooked breakfast for me. I usually got up late. I
wondered how could he get up so early and do many things while [ was still sleeping.

After breakfast, he would teach me how to read. I could still recall those days when I sat in a small table
with a paper and a pencil and my grandfather would open his book and slowly read it for me. “A is Antand
Bis Ball”. Sometimes when [ didn’t want to learn I would choose a story that I like and he would read it for
me. He showed and taught me a lot. He used to be a biology teacher and he used to live in the countryside
so he knew many things about trees and animals. When he took me to the park, he showed me the name of
all the trees. Maybe that’s why I like biology too. I learned to play the piano and dance at school so |
perform for him. And he would smile and give some compliments on my performance. I was really happy.

My grandfather has been a friend, a companion of mine. He took care of me from my meal, my sleep to my
learning. He taught me more than he say. He showed me how to love the world and how to love other
people. The memory about him will be the wings to help me achieve great success in the journey of life. |
want to make him proud of me.

Tac gia: Tran Thanh Giang
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© haoe,

Ong ba t6i ¢6 18 khong phai nhitng con ngudi dic biét trén thé gian nay.
Ong ba t6i khong phai siéu sao ndi tiéng, ciing chang phai 13 ty phu,
triéu phu gi. Toi ¢ thé bét gap mot 6ng cu, ba cu ndo d6 trén dudong phd
v6i cai dang cong cong kham kho tia nhu ong ba toi, cling c6 thé nghe
thy 101 than nho bé ctia mot ngudi gia nao dé trong phd vé cai lung dau —y hét nhu nhiing gi toi nghe dugc
tir phong lam viée clia 6ng vao nhirmg dém mudn. Vay nhung d6i v6i toi, 6ng ba t6i khac vi moi nguoi,
trong tam tri ctia to1, d6 1a hai ngudi anh hung gitra doi thuc.

Ly do t6i goi ong ba t6i 1a anh hiing khong chi vi 6ng toi tya nhur mot cudn tir dién séng, ciing khong chi vi
ba toi 1a mot ngudi quan ly gioi cling 1a mot dau bép ctr, ma con vi sy kién tri, tinh yéu thuong ma ong va ba
danh cho nhau.

C6 18, day s& chi 1a mot cau chuyén binh thudng nhung thuc su, t6i d hoc dugc qua nhidu didu. D6 1a mot
trua hé oi 4, cling 1a mot ngdy sau khi to6i nhan duoc thong bao trang tuyén vao ngdi truong cap ba ma toi
mo udc tir [au, ong to1 goi dé béo tin: ba vao vién vi bi ngd. Cam xuc luc do, co 1€, khong phai ghét ba vi da
pha v& niém vui dang nhen nhém trong long t61, ma 1a thwong, thuong dén dau long. Bac si bao rang ba s&
khong thé di lai trong hai thang — ¢6 1& d6 ciing chi 1 cin bénh thudng thay cta tudi gia, nhung du sao,
khong khi lo lang dy van ctt bao truim. Ong van hay néi dua t6i, "chic ba chau vui qua nén nhay chan séo
r6i nhd ngad dy". To6i phi cudi khi mudng twong cai canh ba nhay chan sao di ndu an.

Ba xuét vién, vé nha va tir déy, cau chuyén cua toi méi bat dau. Batré ve, ngay nao 6ng —mot gido su danh
rat nhiéu thoi gian cho vién nghién ciru — cling tré thanh mot ngudi ndi trg. Nhitng ngay Ay, gia dinh toi giri
dd an cho 6ng mdi ngay, day ca ti lanh. R6i khi dng mudn an cai khac, 6ng lai vao bép ndu com. Thuc ra,
d6 6ng nau man lam nhung lic nao toi sang ciing thiy ba khen ngon. Ong gitip ba tap di, ong boi thude cho
ba, 6ng an ti va dong vién ba — tir khi nao, ong da gay di nhiéu. Con ba, ba kién cuong chiu dung, ba diing
cam tap di, ba ciing vi 6ng 6ng ma khen ngoi 6ng du diéu. Cudc sdng ctia ong ba cir trdi qua yén binh nhu
thé, sang tap di, chiéu bop chan, t6i ngdi xem ti vi doi con chau dén choi. Pén gio, van 1a canh tugng Ay,
nhung ba di di duoc chic chian hon, 6ng ciing d& 1o ling hon nhiéu.

Tbi van ludn nghi, dii cho tudi gia 1am bao mon “nhan sic”, vdy nhung 6ng ba van ludn yéu thuong nhau,
cham soc nhau, dui cho trén khuén mit 6ng ba da c6 nép nhian — minh chig cho ning gi6 cudc doi thi 6ng
ba vAn nhu xua: hién lanh ma giau strc séng, lai diing cam kién tri ma vuot qua kho khan. Diéu 4y khién toi
cam dong va ghi tac trong long minh.

T6i s& nhd dén nguoi ong véi 161 khuyén sau sic ma hitu dung, vi cai ddu nhin bong va ludn xoa bung khi
tréu toi. Toi s& ludn nhé dén nguoi ba hét ste chu dédo diu dang vai tai nu an ngon tuyét dinh. Hon hét, toi
s& nhd dén hai con nguoi, di dd qua tudi 70, van yéu thwong nhau, van kién cuong diing cam. Bao nhiéu
nam s& troi nhung hai ngudi anh hiing da chién thang chinh minh ay s& ludn trong tim t6i nhu mot 1oi nhic
nhé dén sudt cude doi.
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ROi s& c6 mot ngdy, cé mot ngudi yéu téi nhu ong ba da yéu toi va wdc mong duy nhat cia t6i ciing s& chi
don gian 12 ¢4 mot tinh yéu tuy gian di ma dep tuyét nhu ong ba da timng. Rdi s& c6 mot ngay toi chu du moi
vung mién trén thé gisi, toi 6m trong 10ng hai hinh bong 4y va di cung “ho” dén tan chan troi goc bé.

Nhiéu ngudi nghi ky niém thi ¢6 gi dang gia, nhat 1a khi ta chi mudn séng cho hién tai, nhung biét dau mot
ngay nao do, ta s& phui bui bam trén ky niém 4y dé ta tim lai dugc chinh minh, dé ta hiéu thé nao mai 1a
diing cam? Thé nao m&i 1a anh hung trong cudc doi? Va rdi nhd vé nhitng ngay da di rit xa dy. ..

Consolation Prize - Gj3j khuyén khicp
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In my dewy days, I gazed at the world wide-eyed with wonder. Like
any other child, I was naive, pure like a flower bud, but also fragile.
They say, how you are raised in your earliest years, form the
personalities in you. And I can’t be thankful enough, I was given
wonderful childhood, filled with joy, laughter and innocence, but still, wise enough to make the person I
am today. IfT wasn’t born shrewd, I grew up smart enough not to be badly affected. Those years impressed
a clear shadow of a person, an amazing man — my grandfather. Without him, I couldn’t imagine how I
would be nowadays. Sure, he’s not flawless, but his love ones know that he’s a good person, and the
person make them good people.

My grandfather is a great role model in my eyes. He was a doctor during the war, his bravery saved many
lives, fear not the bullets and bombs. But more important, a great man he was to his family. He was full of
love to give expressed through his words and actions. Right from the moment I was born, I received
unconditional and nonstop love and caring from him. Many first things I know I learnt from that great
man. My grandfather taught me to behave when I was stubborn, told me stories about life, explained to me
how things work. He was careful to raise and teach me so I wouldn’t lose my innocence. A good person
was all he wanted me to be. Once he said: “Whenever you feel like criticizing anyone, just remember that
all the people in the world haven’t had the advantages that you’ve had”. That advice was given to me in
my young and vulnerable years, the advice I’ve been turning over in my mind ever since.

My grandfather got lung cancer when I was 13. It was too late when my family and him found out, the
cancer already spread. The condition only got worse, it was the hardest thing to watch him got weaker day
after day. During that time, I and my class won the first place in a competition at school. My mom told my
grandfather about it. I will never forget what happened after. Despite his condition, he smiled and said:
“Well done, my darling, I’'m so proud of you. That is my granddaughter!” After hearing those words, I
couldn’thold my tears. Those were his last words to me.

Not long after, my grandfather passed away. His death was a huge lost to me and my family. We lost a
beloved husband, dad and grandfather, a great man, a good person. He along with words will forever live
in the memories of the livings.

,:l'ié]c gia: Ngo Khanh Linh
op 1 - C
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I never really had grandparents and could never spend time with them
or sitaround and listen to their stories. It was not because [ was too busy
but that they all have passed away since I was little. Some people feel
sad for me since I cannot experience what it was like to have
grandparents, but I feel happy, because although they're gone, I could still look at those gifts from them
and remember what it was like when they're still there. Of all my grandparents, the best one was my
grandmother.

My grandma isn’t the sweetest person on Earth and she isn’t the prettiest but in my eye, she is the greatest.
My beautiful grandma has white skin, as if they were as white as snow! Her forehead and eyes are
wrinkled but I never think they’re ugly because behind them are memorable stories could be hardship
through life but as well they are memories with my parents, with me. My grandma is not a type of person
who would sit around and do knitting, she is an adventurous type of person. She used to say to me:
"Everyday is a new adventure, you will never know what's coming your way so never weep about it,
embrace it and you'll find the joy". She never follows any daily schedule, and would do something out of
the ordinary. She used to jog around the nearby lake in the morning and sometimes, even in the afternoon!
The time she start jogging isn’t stable, so sometime I might see her on my way to school, but sometime, I
won’t.

My grandma lives alone, she said living alone gives her more time to take care of herself, but I know, she’s
very lonely. Nobody ever wants to be alone, so every week on the weekends, my family and our relatives
would gather up and have a big dinner together! Grandma always talk about how annoying it is, but I
always see the sparkle of happiness in the bottom of her eyes. We wouldn't let her prepare the food with us
because we're afraid she might hurt herself, but she always insist of doing it with us. She said preparation
is the best part of a party, we could be tired, but we did them together. She told us its like a huge
achievement when we have fun while eating what she prepares. She would spend generous on us, but for
herself, she would eat the leftovers from last dinner, she is always sparing.

Grandma always encourage us to study, maybe it’s because she never graduated. She would give out
rewards for anyone in the family whose goes to college or university. I always remember my first
electronic device, it was a present from her. It was a online math contest, but [ was the only student in class
who doesn’t have a computer, I felt so sad [ ran home and cried. I couldn’t tell my parents what happened,
I don’t want them to spend money on me anymore. After my grandma hears about his, she catches the bus
the next morning to come to my house. She comfort me said it was alright to tell her what happens, after
listen to my story, she laugh and said. “That’s not a big deal!”. I was very happy the next morning because,
the computer has arrive and set up for me! I knew that it was my grandmother but she never admit it. She
was always there, support me silently.

If anyone asks who was my motive to study, [ would say it was my family, especially my grandmother, she
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contributes her whole life to this family and never speak a word. She was my world, my hero, my beautiful
grandmother.

,:l'éc gia: Lé Minh Chau
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Ong ngoai t6i nam nay 81 tudi. O cai tudi khong nhidu nguoi dat dén
nhu thé nay, nhidu ngudi d& c6 xu huéng tuong tuong dng 1a mot cu gia
ludn khoéc trén ngudi it nhét 14 hai 16p 4o, chan di d6i dép son, tay ludn
cam mot chén tra va ca ngay ngdi kéu ca cau nhau vé van dé xuong
khdp hay thi lyc cua minh, va ho da nham néu nhu nghinhu vdy déy. V61 mot nguoi da séng qua tam thap
ki du mot nam, dén bay gio da c6 11 nguoi con, 11 dra chéu, 12 dora chét va van du diéu kién tai chinh dé
nudi séng ca thay toan bo timg 4y con ngudi thi that chang dé gi dé doan duoc ong 1a nguoi nhu thé nao.
T6i chi mudn ké mot vai mau chuyén vun vit vé 6ng ciia minh cho cac ban nghe, nhiing cdu chuyén nho
ctia cudc sdng nhung cé thé cho chiing ta thy rang ong ba chung ta — nhitng thé hé d3 16n 1én va trudng
thanh tir bom dan cua dat nude nhitng nam chién tranh, s& c6 cai nhin va cach ddi mat véi cude séng nhu
the nao.

Ong ngoai toi tén D3 Trong Khai, sinh naim 1934 trong mot gia dinh néng dan thuan phac. Cu ngoai ctia
toi, theo 101 6ng ké, khong hé y thure vé viéc cho con cai hoc hanh ma sép xép cudc doi con theo mot 16i di
s&n: 1on 18n khoé manh, du chiéu cao can nang ti€u chuin dé di bo ddi, s& dugc nha nude nuodi va sé khong
phai vat va som nang chiéu mua ngoai ddng quanh nim ma thing gao trong nha van trong khong. Ong toi
noi réng thoi Ay du c6 16n 18n thé nao, thi thanh nién trai trang déu nghirang viéc kh6ng hoc hanh gi thi that
1a du triva vo ly qua mu:c Vay 1a 6ng quyét dinh s& ty hoc. Muon sach vo, nghe truyén tin, xin duoc hoc
nghé va man mé dén gan may 6ng quan Ty noi chuyén, ong toi da tro thanh mgt ngudi cé ban tay khéo 1éo
vo cung, dau oc tinh toan bo xa may tinh va kha nang giao tiép mém déo véi ba ngoai ngit: Anh, Phap va
Nga. Diéu nay khién t6i that sy kham phuc dng, boi ngay chinh trong thoi budi giao duc rat phat trién nhu
hién nay, thi viéc tré thanh ngudi co dau oc logic, ban tay khéo 1éo va c6 thé néi t6i 3 thir tiéng van con 1a
diéu rat kho, vdy ma 6ng da ty rén luyén dugc, sau 15 nam dau doi. Ki nang tu hoc, d6 1a diéuma gidi tré
hién nay thiéu sot.

Lai tiép cau chuyén vé 6ng ngoai toi.

Khéc véinhirng thanh nién cung thoi, 6ng ngoai toi khong di bo doi. Dén mua tuyén quan, dng ngoai to6i —
tay van dang cam mot quyén sach, dén dang ky ra quan va bi cdc can bo moi vé vi ly do: “hoc nhiéu qua
khong 16n n6i 161, vé luyén tap thé luc thémdi !”

Vatheé la cugc doi 6ng chuyén sang mot budc ngodt hoan toan maoi.

Khoéng mubn méi phai chan 14m tay bun ¢ qué, dng t6i tim cach theo xe do trd vo mién Nam budn ban. Sau
3 nam lan 16i trén d4t Sai Thanh, gap g& khong it chinh khach va nha budn ban 16n, ong thong thude va
hiéu quan hé nguoi trén —keé dudi, ngudi mua—ké ban va cé trong tay s tién dit d& mua mot can biét thy va
mot chiée xe hoi; va ¢ tudi 21, 6ng rat khoi thuong trudng va quyét dinh ra Bic 1y vo. Nhiéu ngudi cho
rang 6ng toi that udng phi co hdi, nhung dng da chon cach cudi vo, chon dat sdng 1a thi xa Son Tay (khong
céch qué 6ng bao xa) mua lién ba can nha trén phé va trg thanh gia dinh quy toc va gidu c¢6 nhat thi xa. Ong
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n6i voi toi rang, thuong trudng khé luong, thay vi phai lan 16n kiém tién, ong da du sin sang dé séng xa
hoa tai mot manh dét yén binh hon. Ban tay khéo 1éo khién ong ngoai toi chon nghé kinh doanh nhac cu:
dan ac-cooc-dé-6ng va trong cac loai. Chi vai soi ddy dan va mit trong, 6ng t6i da trd thanh nguoi giau c6
nhit viing v6i biét danh ong Khai “dan”, va cong viéc kinh doanh 4y du gio ong da ngimg nhung moi
ngudi van thuong nhic téi nhu 1a mot cau chuyén vé gia dinh quy toc mot thoi.

Thua céc ban tré, tai sao toi lai ké cau chuyén thanh dat ctia 6ng t61 cho cac ban? Mong cac ban dirng nghi
t61 khoe khoang vé sur xa hoa va giau c6, t6i chi mubn néu mot nhan ching sdng vé van dé y thirc hé hién
nay: chiing ta van nghi 6ng ba 1a ¢6 ht lac hau, quan niém 4y that khong nén khong phai; ong ba chiing ta
da séng va trai qua thoi ky kho khan nhét ciia dat nudce, ho c6 su tinh y va nhay bén ma ngay ca bd me
chung ta ciing phai né phuc, va dii tudi tré c¢6 nhanh nhen va hién dai hon, thi tudi tré van can va nén hiéu,
ong ba chung ta khong phai 14 du tri va cham tién hon so v6i chiing ta ma su thuc 13, ho qua hiéu vong tuan
hoan phat trién ctia cudc sdng, gio dén luc ho dimg lai va nghi ngoi dugc rdi thoi.

Z‘éc ?ié: Nguyén Ngoc Mai | gn
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“Knowing that parental grandparents gave me a father,
Knowing that material grandparents gave me a mother”

It has been a long time since the mnemonic lyrics of the song “Having
grandparents, having parents” had imprinted in my subconscious. And now, I can teach my brother, my
cousin songs, poems about families which [ knew when [ was smaller.

My grandparents are now still very healthy and lucid and I very appreciate about that.

Having grown up in the caring, loving arms of my grandparents, I feel luckier than many kids out there.
Whenever [ have spare time, lying on the sofa by the window, I always recall the beautiful memories full
of laughter with my grandparents.

Letme tell you guys about my story.

It was a beautiful day, the sky was blue, birds were singing, and I, a cheerful little girl was brought to
school by her grandmother. When the afternoon came, I was very excited to tell my grandma about my
day, suddenly, dark clouds came brought along a heavy rain. I was worried about how to get home, then I
saw my grandma’s familiar silhouette. She did not care about the downpour and came to pick me up. After
she had given me a raincoat, we got home hand in hand. As usual, I told her about the exciting lessons [ had
learnt. And of course, I did not forget to show her my 10 literature mark. My laugh dissolved into the rain.

Like any others, I have my parental grandmother too. When I was a child, I usually slept with my
grandma. She is a great story teller. Before I went to sleep, she always told me a fairy tale. And there are
many stories that she has told me many times, but it never got boring. My grandma also cares about our
health. Every winter, she knits us sweaters and scarfs. Whenever [ wear them, I feel her warmly love.

I still remember that I was very naughty. One time, when playing with the neighbors, I had an accident. I
busted out into tears when being carried home. My maternal grandpa was very worried. He kneaded me
for a while then took me to the hospital. The result was, I had to stay at home for a month because my right
arm was cracked. To make me feel better, grandpa told me about the story of the big scar he had when he
was a soldier. In the time I stayed at home, grandparents were the people who took care of me.

I also have a paternal grandfather whom I am very proud of. He is a musician. Although, he has stopped
writing songs and not as famous as he used to, he is still the person whom I admire most. When I was a
child, I was taught to play piano by my grandpa. And now, I still wish that I could play the piano as well as
him. I loved it when he played musical instruments. The loving hands with wrinkle fingers looked like
they were dancing on the keyboard. And then he started to sing “When the season of red flowers come,
petals fall like rain...”. I feel more blither when hearing he singing. Sometimes, when he appeared on TV,
I'and my family were very proud.
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I remember when I was smaller, I always wanted my grandparents to live with me forever. But now, as I
have grown up, [ realized that everybody has to die. I only wish my grandparents health and happiness.

For me, my grandparents are not fairies who can bring magical things but except magic, they give me
everything I love them so much!

Z‘éc gia: Nguyén Hg Linh
op 1 - ¢
P 11D1 Trwong THPT Phan Dinh Phung
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Tbi khong biét phai bat ddu moi chuyén tir dau, boi doi khi nghi lai t6i
van thay tit ca nhitng chuyén d xay ra cach day gan 14 nam qué nhanh,
qua mo hd v&i modt cd bé con méi von ven ba tudi. Trong tri nhé cua o1,
d6 13 mot budi sang Ha Noi ddu dong, troi xam xit chang co ldy chut
gon hong ctia nang, cay bang trude ctra nha thay mau 1a do ryc. C6 mot
vai ngudi t6i nha t6i trao doi diéu gi véi bd me, réi me toi mot tay bé bong toi 1én, mot tay dat chi toi 1én
chiéc xe ma ¢ chu dang cho sdn, dan do: “Cac con phai luén nhd nghe 101 ba, ranh rdi bd me vé tham.” Toi
van nhé chi toi khoc thut thit, gat dau lia lia ma nude mat van lan dai trén d6i gd ma phung phinh, d6 tng.
Con ¢6 bé 3 tudi 1a toi, van chua nhén thice duge chuyén gi dang xay ra, van cudi toe toét, hon hd vi mot
chuyén “di choi xa”. B6 me déng cira, vy tay chao tam biét chl'mg toi qua 6 cra kinh xe, rdi chiéc xe lan
banh, dira hai chi em ching t6i1 roi xa thanh phd quen thudc, vé voi mién qué Thanh Hoéa binh di, noi toi
danh tron 3 nam tudi tho ¢ nude mit, ¢o niém vui, va quan trong hon cd, noi to61 dugc hudng tron ven tinh
yéu thuong va cham séc tir ngudi phy nit ma toi kinh yéu nhat—ba ni.

Mai sau néy t6i mai biét, giai doan 4y gia dinh t6i 1am an that thoat, bd me phéi ban can nha khang trang
rong rai ay di, chuyén vao song trong mot cin nha trén tang 5 ctia khu tap thé cii ki. B6 me so guong quay
cua cudc song, ctia cong viéc khién hai nguoi chang du th01 glan cham sOC chung t6i nén quyét dinh gm
chi em vé qué dé ba ndi cham soc. Quang thoi gian 3 nam ay chang ngin ciing chang dai, nhung 3 nam dy
¢6 18 1a 3 nam hanh phiic nhét trong cudc doi toi tu:ng 6. Ay 1a quing thoi gian mot dua tré bat dau co
nhitng nhan thirc dau tién, nhung ki trc dau tién vé tudi tho. Tu01 tho trong t61 ngay ay tt ca la bandi, la
huong lta chin thom limg khip x6m, 12 nhitng con duong dat x5p d& dang tré nén 1ay 16i sau mdi tran mua
16m, 14 ndi cé kho, bat canh rau mong toi nau véi cua, 1a nhitng chiéu nam dai trén dong c¢6 nhin nhiing canh
diéu bay trén bau tryi xanh ngit, ...

Thoi gian dau roi xa bd me, 1o xa thanh phé than thuong, khéng ngay nao ba khong chiu khd vi téi. C6 bé
con 3 tudi khong chiu an, dém quiy khoc ddi me. Lan no, ba ciing nhe nhang d danh, bé t6i di khip x6m
lang dé t6i an d& hon. VAn 13 ba, nhe nhang quat chiéc quat nan, miéng ngan nga ca hat ru bén chiéc vong
nhe nhang dua t6i vao gidc ngu nhitng trua he ron tiéng ve kéu, nhitng dém dong ndm nép vao 10ng ba dé
ba lau kho di hai hang nudc mit vi nhd me. Toi cham chii ling nghe ba ké chuyén c6 tich tir ngay xtra, ngay
xua, voi ¢ Tam hién dju ciing t6i chim vao gidc nga. Dan dan, mién qué binh di trd nén than thuong va
quen thudc hon véi t6i. T6i din yéu ngdi nha nhé véi manh san xanh mau 14 trude nha, yéu dong lua chin,
yéu nhirng con dé, yéu con dudng dét, yéu nhitng thir moc mac va binh di nhat & mién qué ma toi chua bao
gio dugc thay noi thanh phd nhon nhip. Va hién nhién, toi cang ngay cang yéu ba hon nira, thim chi con co
lac t61 duong nhu quén di me. Boi ba cling yéu thuong toi ¢ khéac gi me dau chu.

Ba ndi t6i gidng nhu mot ngudi me, va ba cling 1a 6 gido dau tién ctia cude doi toi. Du dudng x4 c6 xa x0i
thé nao, hang tudn ba van 1én nha sach trung tim & thi xa mua cho t6i nhitng quyén sach tp t6 mau, tip
danh van, va ca nhitng quyén truyén méi. Ba day toi vé ting thir nho nhit nhat: 6ng mit troi, bong hoa
nho,... Ba day t6i danh van nhiing chit cai du tién trong cudc doi, day toi biét tu doc nhitng bai tho, nhimng
cubn truyén ma toi thich nhat. Mdi budi chiéu dong ba nau com, t6i thudng ngdi bén canh ba, vira hit ha
muli com tring 4m néng thom diu, vira liu riu doc cho ba nghe bai tho ma t6i hoc dugc trong ngay. Toi van
c0 nhé bai tho ma ba thich nghe t6i doc nhat, bai “Hat gao lang ta” ciia bac Tran Pang Khoa:
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Hatgaolangta
Coviphusa

Ctia song Kinh Thay
Co6 huong sen thom
Trong hd nudc day
Co1o1me hat
Ngotbui déng cay...
Hatgaolangta
Cébao thang bay
Cémuathéangba
Giotmd hoisa
Nhiing trua thang sdu
Nude nhu ai nau
Chétcacaco
Cuangoi lén bo
Meem Xuéng céy. .

MB&i 1an t6i doc xong bai tho, ba déu day t6i
phai biét tran trong nhiing hat gao tring lam ra
boi d6 1a mo hoi, cong strc cua biét bao ngudi
khong ngai nang ngai mua, “ban lung cho dét,
ban mat cho trdi”. Mdi mot hat gao khong chi
la thanh qua cia mdt vy mua, ma dé con la
mong udc cua nhiing bac nong dan — nhiing
bac hang x6m hién lanh cua t6i vé mot cudc
sdng 4m no, du day. Ay ciing 1a mot trong
nhitng bai hoc dao, bai hoc [am ngudi dau tién
t6i dugc hoc. Toi nh¢ 1an dau tién toi duge hoc
viét chir & truong mau gido, i chi chay that
nhanh vé phia ba khi tan 16p, dé khoe véi ba
“Ba oi con viét chit O tron chua nay”. Poi
chan ngin ciin chay that nhanh trén nén dat xi
miang, nhung dén ltc gan chay toi ba rdi thi toi
lai budc hyut mat. Toi ngd rat dau, nhung tuyét
nhién khong khoc, boi téi con hao hire khoe ba
ring t6i viét dep hon nira kia. Ba budc rat
nhanh vé phia t6i nAng nguoi t6i dy, can that
xem x¢t tung chit mot tdi co bi thuong & dau
khong rdi coe dau toi bao:

Tac gia: Ngu

LOP 1A2 - Triypgng THPT Ha N
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yén HU’O’ng Diu Ngan

-Chacd, c6 doa toi sg héthon.

To61 cuoi hi hi, r61 voi lay quyén vo dé trong cédp sach, hon
hd khoe. Banhe nhang au yém xoa dau toi bao:

- Conngoanngoan, ti vé qua chg ba mua banh déo cho an.

Subt con dudng vé nha, 1an nao ciing vy, t6i cling di nép
vao ba, ban tay tring treo, bu bam va nho nhin ndm chat
d6i tay gay yéu, nhan nheo va gin gudc cta ba. Toi luén
miéng ké ba nghe du thir chuyén & 16p. Hai chiéc bong ké
sat nhau in ddu xudng mat dudng trong anh ning xé
chiéu.

Thoi gian 3 nam thim thoat troi qua, ngay bd me don hai
chi em t6i vé lai thanh phd, toi rung rung nuéc mat 6m
chit ba chang mudn roi xa. Ting chiit mot khoanh khic
to1 c6 bén ba, tirng chut mét khong gian ¢ noi d6 duong
nhu da in dam trong tam tri la trai tim non ndt cua toi tir
lau 13m. Tdi nira mudn & véi ba, nira mudn vé véi me.
Nhung that may qua, boi vi ké tir luc ay ba s& ¢ trén Ha
Noi cung voi ca gia dinh toi. Ba bao: “Du ¢ qué ba quen
roi, nhung ctr nghi téi chuyén xa chiing may 1a ba khong
chiudugc.” Thoi gian tréi nhanh nhu thoi dua, t61 gio day
3 14 6 nir sinh 16 tudi, khong con 1a ¢6 bé con ngay xua
con khéc vi nhé me nita, nhung thoéi quen sa vao long ba,
dugc ba vudt toc, duge ba 6m van chang hé thay doi. Ba
noi toi cling da & cai tudi 84 xwa nay hiém, nhung ba van
con minh man va khoé manh lam.

Ba o1, dil con biét sinh — 140 — bénh — tir 1a quy luét ctia doi
ngudi, nhung con van chiang thé tuong twong ndi néu mot
ngay ba bo con di vé mot noi xa con s& ra sao. Con ludn tyr
nhu minh [uén phai tran trong nhitng gi con dang c6, ludén
yéu thuong nhitng ngudi than yéu nhat xung quanh con
dé sau nay chang phai héi tiéc. Ba hay song that vui, that
manh khoé va dai 1au, dé cho con 16n, cho con thém nhiéu
thoi gian va co hoi duge & bén cham soc va thuong yéu
ba, banhé!

-Amsterdam

khich
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1 4 ' Viy 1a d3 hon mot nam ké tir ngay t6i khong con duge gip ong ngoai
1an nita. Thoi gian cr thé troi di, ngdi nha nho ciia ba ngoai toi tuy thiéu
di sy hién dién cta 6ng nhung van 4m ap. Moi nguoi khong hé quén di
hinh anh ctia 6ng — mot nguodi 6ng, mot ngudi cha va mot ngudi chong
dang kinh. Va toi ciing vy, toi ludn gitt mot goc trai tim bé nho ctia minh dé luu lai nhitg ky niém, nhimng
tinh cdm t61 danh cho 6ng.

Ong t6i von 1a nguoi kha ky tinh va can than. La thang con trai nén nhiéu luc téi ciing hay cau tha trong mot
sd viée, ddc biét1a viée tit quat, tit dén sau khi hoc bai xong. Mdi 1an nhu vay, t6i déu dé ong phai nhic nho
nhung mii van chua stra duoc. Va mdi khi bi me méng, 6ng lai 1a nguoi dimg ra néi chuyén, khuyén nha
dé hai me con t6i ciing tim ra cach giai quyét tot nhat. Ong 1a ngudi kha nghiém khéc v6i con céi, nhung
6ng quan niém rang nghiém khac khong phai liic nio ciing quat méng, ran de. Nghe nhiing 161 6ng néi ma
t6i hiéu dugc thém nhiéu diéu trong cudc sdng. Rang cudc doi ndy thir quan trong nhat 13 phai ¢6 nghi luc,
khong phai vi chut khé khan ma bé cude, ma chiin bude; rang trong mdi viée lam ctia minh déu phai ti mi,
can than lam hét strc c6 thé. C6 18 6ng 1a ngudi anh hudng 16n nhét véi toi. Téi hoe duoc ¢ 6ng su tinh ling
trong tim hon va sy binh tinh trude moi bién ¢d.

Nhitng ngay thang con dugc & bén 6ng that 1a ngan ngui tir khi gia dinh t6i phat hién ra bénh cta 6ng. Ong
ti bi undo ac tinh, ca nha toi bi sde nang né, khong khi trong nha lic nao cling that budn ba. B6 me dua toi
dén tham 6ng & bénh vién, nhin thdy ngudi dng phiic hau ctia minh xanh xao, tiéu tuy ma toi khong kim noi
nude mat. Lan dau tién, toi c6 cam giac dau don dén nhu vay. Vira thuong 6ng, vira gian minh khong lam
duogc gi dé giup ong bot dau dén. “Ong troi oi, sao that bat cong khi bit mot ngudi tét nhu 6ng toi gap phai
cin bénh quai ac dén nhu vay?!”

T6i nhin 6ng, quay di rdi lai khoc. Do hau qua ciia bénh nén 6ng téi khong con ¢é thé noi thanh 16i nhu xua
nita. Ong nhin t6i, ndm tay t6i chit lim, dudng nhu 1a dé an i, dong vién toi phai manh mé&... Mot thang
sau thi 6ng duoc xudt vién, ngdy nao ciing nhu ngay nao ca nha téi déu vé cung an com va cting cham chut
cho 6ng. Nhitng ngay & bén dng, chting kién nhiing vét dau trén co thé ong lan rong va sau hon, tim toi nhu
that lai. Ba khéc, me khoc, em toi cling khdc, t61 kim minh khong dugc khoc nira, gitip ba cham 6ng batclr
khi nao c6 thé. Nhiéu ltic nhin 6ng bat luc trudce hai canh tay khong con cir dong duoc nita, giong néi chang
thé thanh 1061 ma doi mét 6ng van cham chd nhin toi. Mot giot nude mét lai lin dai nhung lai voi vang lau
kho...

Vao mot ngay khi dang hoc trén 16p, t6i thiy bac t6i hdt hai chay vao va xin phép cho t6i vé. Toi van chua
hiéu c6 chuyén gi dang xay ra cho dén khi bac bao phai vé nha ngoai gap thi duong nhu t6i di doan duogc sy
viéc. Ngbi trén xe, toi lo ldng vo cting, toi ¢ hi vong rang diéu minh dy doan 14 sai... Nhung di qua mudn.
Khi vé téi nha thi biét bao 12 xe, 1a ngudi than, 1a hang x6m tu tap trong nha. Ong t6i d mai mai khong con
bén toiva giadinhnira !!!

Gi0 day t61 nhd 6ng rat nhiéu, muon dugc dn mon pa-té ong hay lam, mudn dugc nghe 6ng nhac chua tat
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dén tat quat, mudn dugc ngdi cung 6ng xem tivi, mudn duoc nghe 6ng ké chuyén dém khuya va mudn
duoc ngt ciing 6ng mdi t6i thir bay. Con bay gio toi chi con ¢ thé nhin dng qua tim anh ma thoi. Nhé ong,
nhé nhitng 101 dong vién cua 6ng trong lac kho khan: “Chéu dung khoc, khoc 1a hén”; “Thua keo nay ta
bay keo khac™; ...

T6i ciing mudn séng nhu nhing gi 6ng dan, nhung khong hiéu sao ¢t khi budc vao phong éng 14 toi lai
thiy chong chénh dén nhu vay, nhiéu lic t6i van thiy bong ong thip thoang dau d6 trong cin nha. T6i van
khong thé tin ring minh d3 mai mai mat di mot ngudi quan trong trong cudc doi! Thoi gian oi sao khong
cho t6i quay trd lai dé duoc gap ong du chi mot 1an. Con ngudi sdng that ich ki, du biét ngudi thin minh
dau don trong bénh tit ma van khong danh long dé ho ra di mai mai. Cude séng von 1a vay, ¢ sinh co tu,
ong toi da 1én thién duong nhung t6i tin ring 6ng van ludn doi theo ting budce di, chimg kién su truong
thanh cua toi - “Ngudi ban nho” than thiét nhit ctia ong.

“Ong ngoai 0i, yén 1ong dng nhé, chau va b sé& thay 6ng lam diém twa viing chic cho gia dinh minh!”

HaNoi, ngay 27/10/2012
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I was born and grew up in Ha Noi. I think I’m one of some lucky people
whose grandparents are still alive. Although we belong to two different
generations but my grandparents and I still have a lot of common things.

My grandfather’s name is Chu Duy Kinh. He was born in Bac Ninh in 1930 and he’s a lieutenant general.
He joined the army when he was only fifteen as a volunteer. When he left home with some of his
countrymen, he only had a bag of rice and his love for the country. He had done all kind of work that he
was entrusted then he was promoted to lieutenant general. He has joined many dangerous missions,
observed his comrades sacrifices and lead the army to victory.

My grandmother’s name is Nong Thi Quy. She was born in Thai Nguyen in 1940. She grew up in a poor,
miserable condition. Her mother passed away because of sickness when she was only one years old. She
had to grow up with her wicked stepmother in the mountainous region. She worked as a worker in a
factory.

My grandparents first met while my grandpa was visiting his best friend and coincidently, my grandpa’s
friend was my grandma’s big brother. He first saw her while she was serving the tea, then my grandma
brother decided to marry her to my grandpa. They got married and had three children, including my dad,
the youngest one. While my grandpa was in military, my grandma stayed at home, earned money and took
care of her children. She took all responsibilities and did all the work.

My grandpa is a strict and gentle, warm person at the same time. He teaches us many valuable lessons of
life and to follow the rules. He also teaches us to always be on time and to be honest. He always says that
we have to study hard in order to have a bright future. When I was in primary school, he used to pick me up
after school and buy food, toys for me. I’'m angry at myself for not keeping those presents carefully.
Whenever he tells me stories about his poor childhood, I always burst to tears. I used to have a crazy idea
of having a time machine to travel back to his old days to give him some sweets, clothes and books. He
says that he doesn’t want us to live like he used to live, desired for such small things like sweets. I feel
sorry for him and promise to myself that [ have to be an excellent student to make them happy. My parents
divorced when [ was in grade 4 and I had to stay with my dad. I only visit my mom on the weekend so my
grandma is the woman who takes care of me during the week day. She wakes me up every morning,
prepares food for me and takes care of me. She’s like a second mother to me. She teaches me to avoid bad
things and teaches how to solve problems in a wise way.

My grandparents are the most important people to me. To other people, their most important thing might
be their job, their phone or their fame, but to me, it’s my sweet memories with my grandparents. I don’t
know why I have such strong feeling about my grandparents, but there’s one thing that I know for sure is
love them very much. I think that I can’t live without them or without their love. It makes me sad when I
have to watch them become older and weaker days by days. Have you ever wished for having the ability to
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control time? You’ll never know when the last time you spoke to someone is, therefore you’ll never have
a chance to say goodbye to them. I'm grateful to life for giving me a chance to grow up with my
grandparents. I’'m also grateful to them for teaching me many valuable lessons that I’ll never forget!
“Grandpa, grandma, I love you so much more than anything in life and I always pray for you to have
good health and to live longer. I’'m sorry for the times I’ve made you feel sad and I promise I’ll never let
you down again”

Two generations may be different in thoughts, way of living, fashion style,... but we will always express
our love to each other in a same way.

Ié’c gia: Chy Thi Minh Trang
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HelpAge
International
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HelpAge International in Viet Nam
Address: No. 20 K80C, Alley 376, Buoi Street,
Vinh Phuc, Ba Dinh, Ha Noi

Tel: 84-4-3247 4145

Fax: 84-4-3247 4145

Website: http://helpage.org

Delivering a world where every pregnancy is wanted, every childbirth
is safe and every young person's potential fulfilled.

Xay dyng mot thé giéi ma & do mdi thai nhi §éu duoc mong doi, mbi ca sinh
n& déu dwoc an toan va moi ngwoi tré tudi deu dwoc phat trién hét tiém
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United Nations Population Fund in Viet Nam (UNFPA)
Address: Green One United Nations House (GOUNH),
304 Kim Ma Street, Ba Dinh District, Ha Noi, Viet Nam
Tel: 84-4-3850 0100

Fax: 84-4-3726 5520

Website: http://vietham.unfpa.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unfpa.viethnam




	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40

